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I. INTRODUCTION
1.   The African Union and partners met from 30-31 July 2014 to deliberate on the way forward for the health policy instruments that are due to expire in 2015 that include the African Health Strategy, Abuja Call, AU Roadmap on Shared Responsibility and Global Solidarity for HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria, the Maputo Plan of Action. The meeting also deliberated on the preparation of the 2014/15 MNCH Status Report. The meeting also sought to identify and validate data sets and deliberated on modalities for conducting the evaluations/reviews.  
II. ATTENDANCE
2. The following partners attended the meeting: AIDS Accountability International; United Nations Population Fund; Africa Civil Society Platform; World Health Organisation; International Planned Parenthood Federation; Ipas; Malawi College of Medicine; African Leaders Malaria Alliance; Marie Stopes international; United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), Australian Aid Programme, The Department of Health of the Republic of South Africa, Save the Children and the Department for international Development.
III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
3. The following agenda items were adopted without amendments:
i.         Validation of MPoA and Abuja Call database
ii.	Collection of qualitative data for the evaluations/reviews including the AU Roadmap on shared responsibility
iii.	Evaluation/review methodology and modalities
iv. 	Evaluation/review roadmap and way forward
IV. OPENING CEREMONY
Opening remarks by Amb. Dr. Olawale Maiyegun, Director, Department of Social Affairs
Dr. Olawale Maiyegun welcomed the participants and pointed out that the key policy instruments for health will all expire necessitating a final evaluation of their implementation and setting new priorities. He however noted that there is already international convergence towards ending AIDS by 2030 as set out in the 2013 Abuja Declaration. The Director noted that various policies that will be under review include the overarching Africa Health Strategy, Maputo Plan of Action, the 2006 Abuja Call and the African Union Roadmap for Shared Responsibility and Global Solidarity for AIDS, TB and Malaria response. 
He further noted that part of the two days work will be to review the African Union database that has been developed with indicators on AIDS, TB and Malaria and MNCH by the partners. He added that once the data had been validated it would be shared with Member States for verification. The data will then provide a framework to evaluate the policy documents and determine if there is need to change some part of the policies. He further noted that by the end of December the review reports and the revised policy documents should be available for sharing with Member States. The Director noted that the Commission will continue to be guided by the Common African Position on the post 2015 Development Agenda.
Welcome remarks by Dr. Mustapha Sidiki Kaloko, Commissioner, Department for Social Affairs
The Commissioner for Social Affairs, Dr. Mustapha Sidiki Kaloko welcomed the participants to the meeting. He emphasised the importance of partnerships based on the comparative advantages of the different development actors and pointed out that AIDS, TB and Malaria should remain a key priority on the Post 2015 development agenda. He further noted that there is improved coordination of the work on health and development. He also noted that health remains a key priority in the African Union’s long-term development frameworks.
V. PROCEEDINGS
Objectives and expected outcomes of the meeting
Objectives

Mr. Robert Ndieka, CARMMA Monitoring and Evaluation Expert presented the overall objective of the meeting as to validate data on MPoA and Abuja Call indicators and agree on the modalities of conducting the evaluations/reviews and preparing the 2014/15 MNCH status report. He further highlighted the following specific objectives of the meeting:

a) Validate the data on MPoA and Abuja Call including its completeness and accuracy;
b) Deliberate on the mechanism to be put in place to collect qualitative data to enrich the evaluations/reviews and report;
c) Consider the methodology and modalities for evaluating/reviewing the policy documents and preparing the 2014/15 MNCH status report; and
d) Share the roadmap for evaluation/review of the policy documents and agree on the way forward.


Expected outputs 

The following were the expected outputs of the meeting: 

a) Complete and accurate database of the MPoA and Abuja Call indicators;
b) Qualitative data collection plan;
c) Evaluation/review methodology and modalities specific to each document; and
d) Comprehensive and consolidated roadmap for the review of the policy documents and preparation of the report.

VI. Overview of AU policy frameworks

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr Benjamin Djoudalbaye, Senior Health Officer, AIDS, TB and Malaria and OIDs provided a background to the expiring health policy documents of the African Union.  He highlighted the key policy areas of the AHS, Abuja call, AU Roadmap and MPoA. 

VII. Presentation on the African Health Statistics Data Platform
 Mr. Robert Ndieka, CARMMA Monitoring and Evaluation Expert made a presentation on the African Health statistics online data platform highlighting that the platform is African Union led, User friendly and shows progress of member states towards their MPoA, AC & other commitments. He highlighted the status of implementation and provided a Roadmap for its full implementation.
VIII Group Discussion
Participants were divided into three groups to review the datasets and to provide inputs including missing data and new data sources.
1. Audit of the Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (MNCH) data 
The participants noted that the Demographic Health Surveys would be the preferred data source for the platform. Where DHS data is not available due to its periodicity, projections can used but they have to adhere to internationally agreed computations.
Lead agencies (UNFPA, UNICEF, Marie Stopes and Ipas) will complete the validation process and provide data to the AU within the two weeks’ timeframe. Marie Stopes will particularly provide data from special surveys conducted as part of Family Planning 2020 initiative. The AUC will consider supplementing the available data with that collected by ECA during the ICPD review process since it is already endorsed by Member States.

The partners proposed that the theme for the MNCH Status Report 2014/15 be “ending preventable maternal and child deaths in Africa – Status Report 2015”. The Report should focus on key areas in MNCH such as human resources for delivery of quality MNCH services, MDSR, Equity in service delivery as well as the status report on implementation of the action plan. 

2. Audit of the HIV and AIDS data
The discussion reviewed the indicators and identified various data sources to report on the implementation of commitments. Primarily the main data sources is the UNAIDS AIDS Info platform. The meeting was informed that the data for the various indicators is available with UNAIDS from the period 2005 – 2013 for some specific countries. AIDS Accountability will also committed to provide some data. 
The discussion noted that the focus should be on high-level impact indicators but in case of challenges process indicators should be introduced in order to contribute to the impact indicators. It was noted that the UNAIDS indicators on Human Rights, Stigma and Discrimination are already set out therefore AUC can utilise them. It was further noted that there is missing data on adolescents; the elderly, transgendered and SRHR linked indicators with HIV; including indicators on humanitarian settings.  It was highlighted that indicators on Men having Sex with Men, Sex Workers and Intravenous Drug Users (IDUs) are available however they are often under / not reported by Member States. UNFPA committed to provide data on new indicators on Sexual and Reproductive health and Rights (SRHR) and HIV to the African Union Commission (AUC).The group proposed that the database be aligned to goals of the Common Africa Position once they are defined. 
3. Audit of the TB, Malaria and health financing data
The discussion reviewed the indicators and identified various data sources to report on the implementation of commitments. The primary data source for Malaria will be extracted from the various annexes in the 2013 Malaria Report, Annex 5. It was noted that in view of new universal access targets some of the indicators in the indicator sheet will need to be revised. The group added a new indicator ‘The number of people sleeping under an Insect Treated Nets’ to reflect the universal access targets. The group recommended that: TB data be send to WHO Regional Office and Stop TB Partnership for validation. WHO estimates should be utilised besides the country reported data.
The group noted that the Health Financing Indicators were available in the State of Health Financing Report (2013). The only indicator on health financing that was not available is the percentage of population covered by a demand-side scheme e.g. Social Health Insurance and Community Based Insurance

Plenary Discussion
The participants agreed that most of the data required for populating the indicator-tracking table should be taken from the Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS).  Partners pledged to provide the required data in two weeks and requested the African Union Commission to also utilise the data collected by the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and validated by Member States. The Partners requested that all finance related indicators be moved to the domestic financing section. The UN agencies noted that the data from their reports is obtained through a rigorous process which is Member State validated. Finally, partners requested the African Union to include indicators on LGBTIs in the indicator tracking tables.
Presentation and discussion of the qualitative data requirements and collection processes including the AU roadmap indicators
Mr. Kwami Dadji, Health Officer in the Division of AIDS, TB and Malaria of the AUC presented the following the qualitative data requirements and collection processes including the AU roadmap indicators. He explained the objectives of the evaluation, presented the key evaluation questions and methodology. 
Discussion of the methodology and modalities for conducting the evaluations/reviews
Following the discussions the meeting noted:
-the need to include rights in the Maputo Plan of Action (MPoA) in the evaluative questions
- the evaluative study will use a representative sample of the countries given the unavailability of adequate resources to cover all the countries.
- the need to consider utilising documents submitted to UNAIDS by Member States as secondary data. In addition it was suggested that the evaluative study should link what has been done in the past and the proposed evaluation.
- the need to delineate the policy and programmatic levels in evaluative studies.
- the role of CSOs is missing in the evaluative questions.
Some participants raised concerns that the data collection tool is going to be very long however an explanation was provided that the programme assessment tool was divided into two components with around 70% of the quantitative data already available. Partners requested that the methodology for the evaluative studies to be circulated for consideration by partners.
Presentation and discussion of the review of the African Union Roadmap for Shared Responsibility and Global Solidarity for AIDS, TB and Malaria and other qualitive data requirements.
Mr. Sabelo Mbokazi, AIDS Watch Africa, Senior Policy Officer, presented the AU roadmap indicators, the qualitative data requirements and the data collection processes.
Discussion on the review of the African Union roadmap and other qualitative data requirements
Following the discussion:
-UNAIDS pledged to support the process of data validation through working with country offices- for AU Roadmap and Abuja Call evaluations.
-UNFPA pledged to support government experts for regional meeting to validate MPOA and discuss other policy document review issues.
-UNFPA also pledged to follow up with Member States once AU has sent Note verbales to Member States for Data Validation. 
-The meeting requested the AUC to determine the timeframe for the regional meeting and officially communicate beginning of September 2014.
-Participants committed to send all the remaining data to the AUC within two weeks and the AU to transmit the data to Member States for validation by 15 August 2014.
- UNFPA, IPPF, AAI and IPAS committed to support the review of the MPOA and preparation of the MNCH Status Report
- Africa Civil Society Platform, UNAIDS, RSA and UNDP committed to support the review of the Africa Health Strategy, Abuja Call and AU Roadmap.  
-The meeting agreed that all the draft documents except the AHS should be ready by end of October 2014.
-To fast track the process, AUC will prepare concept notes and ToRs for the consultancy to undertake the reviews.
-Partners noted that the evaluation should also include good practices that can be replicated in other countries.
-UNDP indicated that it would assist the AUC with data collection from the countries. It also noted the need to include data on various populations affected by the diseases.
-Participants noted that some of the indicators in the AU Roadmap will need to be reviewed as they are not clear- and would pose challenges in data collection, subject to biases and open to various interpretations. Participants therefore recommended the need for a technical team to review and define the indicators.
Presentation on the Roadmap of the review of the policy instruments
Dr. Marie-Goretti Harakeye, Head of Division of AIDS, TB and Malaria and OIDs presented on the key activities for the preparation of the MPoA, Abuja Call and AU Roadmap on Shared Responsibility. These include the data validation meeting by partner experts, data verification by member states, which will take place in September 2014 and the evaluation/review and preparation of documents, which will be done between August and October 2014.
Discussion on the Roadmap of the review of the policy instruments
Following the presentation participants noted the need to:
- link the MPOA with continental policy on SRHR in the evaluative study.
- look at the threats to achieving both the objectives and implementation of AU policies in full. 
- take into consideration the impact of conflict in addressing SRHR.
- ensure that human rights issues are addressed in order to achieve the MPOA.
- address sexual rights- including those of LGBTIs to ensure that no one is left behind. 
- ensure the availability of empirical evidence on access to services by key populations that include adolescents, elder persons, MSMs, sex workers and drug users which will provide the basis for presenting the key issues to Member States.
VI. CLOSING
Dr. Marie-Goretti thanked all the participants for attending the meeting and coming up with key recommendations and pledging to support the evaluation processes. She pointed out that the African Union Commission will follow up with partners and Member States on the key actions.
image2.png
SAAY A




image1.png
9)




