
 
Setting the National Agenda & Sharing Contraceptive Responsibilities  

Spotlight on Vasectomy Access and Uptake in South Africa 
 
Dear Partner,  
 
AIDS Accountability International & Sonke Gender Justice hereby invite you to participate in 
one of two national think tank meetings on vasectomy access and uptake in South Africa 
being held in Cape Town and Johannesburg. 
 
Vasectomy is widely accepted as a safe and effective method of birth control, with an 
estimated 31 million couples worldwide currently relying on vasectomy for contraception. 
Uptake in sub-Saharan Africa is less than 0.1%, whereas other parts of the world have rates 
as high as 20%. Government and civil society should be doing more to increase awareness 
and access to the procedure, whilst also ensuring that quality informed consent and quality 
services are not adversely affected. Yet a myriad of issues surround vasectomies, not least 
of which is that low access rates result in the bulk of the contraceptive burden being placed 
on women. Also of interest is access for women, adolescents, and people with diverse sexual 
orientations and gender identities in the broader context of sexual and reproductive health 
and rights. Recent government and civil society vasectomy campaigns in Rwanda and Kenya 
provide case study examples of the potential for vasectomy to be part of the selection of 
choices offered to men, women and couples as part of their sexual and reproductive health 
and rights in Africa.  
 

To learn more, please join us to share, discuss and debate. 
 

Cape Town - 20th May 2014 
Venue: Sonke Gender Justice Boardroom, 1st Floor, Westminster House 

122 Longmarket Street, Cape Town T: +27 (0)21 423 7088 
 

 
Johannesburg - 22nd May 2014 

Venue: Sonke Gender Justice,  Stevensons Building, 3rd floor, 62 Juta Street, Corner of De 
Beer Street, Braamfontein, 2017, Johannesburg, T: +27 (0)11 339 3589 

 

 
Time: 9:00am-3:00pm 

Logistics: Refreshments and lunch will be provided 
 

Please contact rsvp@aidsaccountability.org if you have any queries  
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